228                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
but for the child's sake she kept up bravely, and when we came away at three o'clock we could see him waving to us, till one of the ladies on board came and led him out of sight Then we all rode home to a 'tin dinner/ and found
G------driving in the cows to be milked.
On Friday Singa, Talolo's wife, had a very sore leg; it was badly swollen, and she was in acute pain, and would allow no one to touch her. The only thing visible was a small black mark on the side of the foot, where a piece of wood was supposed to have run in ; and we thought that if it caused such pain, it might require to be cut out.
G------and I set off to Apia to see if the doctor
could come up ; but he was attending an anxious case that it was impossible to leave, and told us to put cold dressings on the foot in the meantime, give her morphia to soothe the pain, and send her down to him, as soon as it was light next morning, slung in a hammock. We returned home to find that Fanny had put cocaine on the wound, and almost immediately after Talolo's mother arrived and exorcised a supposed devil; with the unfortunate result that when the pain ceased (as it promptly did), each party claimed the merit of the cure! Yesterday morning, however, at six o'clock, the cavalcade duly started for Apia, Singa sitting in the hammock and looking very comfortable and pretty; it was slung on a pole carried by two strong men, with other two alongside to relieve them, and Lloyd